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HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS

John Kitzhaber, Oregon Governor
Sam Adams, Portland Mayor
Scott Andrews, Chair Emeritus
Will Glasgow, Chair Emeritus
Kevin Kelly, Chair Emeritus
Roger Krage, Chair Emeritus
Randy Miller, Chair Emeritus
Karen Whitman, Chair Emeritus
John Herman, Chair Emeritus

Peter Jacobsen, Peter Jacobsen Sports
Tommy Kain, Nike, Inc.
Fritz Lake, Vestas
Tom Lasley, Providence Health & Services
David Manougian, Comcast SportsNet
Chris McGuire, adidas America
Larry Miller, Portland Trail Blazers
Rob Mullens, University of Oregon Athletics
Mike Nealy, Global Events Group
John Nobriga, PGE
Chris Oxley, Portland Trail Blazers
Merritt Paulson, Portland Timbers
Doug Piper, Portland Winterhawks
Harvey Platt, Platt Electric
Norm Rich, Multnomah Athletic Club
Dwayne Richardson, PWC
George Saddler, Les Schwab
Darren Schmidt, Fred Meyer
Les Smith, Portland Marathon
Wink Soderberg, Confederated Tribes
		    of Grand Ronde

David Sorenson, KeyBank
B. Scott Taylor, TAOW Marketing
Thomas Taylor, Wells Fargo Bank
Ron Trunick, Muscle Milk
Brian Urbach, JetBlue Airways
Wally Van Valkenburg, Stoel Rives
Keith Witcosky, Portland Development 		
                             Commission
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      n behalf of our board of directors and staff, I’m very pleased to present to 
you our 2011 annual report, featuring many exciting events coming up in the 
months ahead, as well as a recap of the past year.  I know that many of you 
played a part in the multi-year effort to land Major League Soccer in Portland, 
and by now virtually everyone knows why it was worth such a Herculean effort.  
Even across the country, Portland’s extraordinary embrace of the Timbers has 
been widely celebrated in the pages of Sports Illustrated, USA Today and most 
recently, on the front page of the New York Times.  This is a perfect testament to 
the power of sport and the importance of what we do for our state.  

There’s no doubt that being recognized as the “2010 Sports Commission of the 
Year” has produced a tremendous carryover effect and led to an enhanced
stature for the Oregon Sports Authority, both nationally and locally.  Our
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Drew Mahalic
Chief Executive Officer

Yale University, Quarterback
Playworks Kickball Tournament Champ

Henry Furman, Intern

Zoe Skordahl, Intern

David Laney, Intern

Western Oregon Track & XC
Intramural Basketball Champion ‘10

Southern Oregon XC Team Champion ‘10
NAIA All-American Honors Recipient

challenge now is to take that momentum, build upon it, and 
continue working relentlessly every day to bring the best 

in sport to Oregon.  We will continue our aggressive
pursuit of big-time sports opportunities that offer 
meaningful rewards for Oregon’s economy and quality 

of life – and we hope you’ll join us in that quest!

Meyer Freeman
Chief Operating Officer

Molly Bailey
Event Coordinator
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Timbers Make Historic Major League Soccer Debut
        fter months of anticipation and 
years of effort, the Portland Timbers 
made their historic home debut in
Major League Soccer on the rain-
soaked evening of April 14, topping 
the Chicago Fire 4-2 in front of a
raucous sell-out crowd at newly 
named JELD-WEN Field.  The electric 
opening night atmosphere sparked 
the Timbers to victory, perfectly
capping off one of the most
memorable evenings in the annals of 
Oregon sports. 

Prior to the game, Oregon Sports 
Authority members and special 
guests came together to celebrate 
the special occasion at a reception 
sponsored by OregonLive.com in the 
Multnomah Athletic Club ballroom 

overlooking the field.  MLS Commissioner 
Don Garber and Timbers owner Merritt 
Paulson shared their thoughts and
emotions about an evening that was 
years in the making.  The Oregon Sports 
Authority is proud to have played a key 
role in bringing MLS to Portland, serving 
as an advocate to convince both league 
executives and public officials of
Portland’s worthiness for expansion, 
while also rallying support within the
local business community.  We extend 
our thanks and congratulations to
everyone who helped make such a
historic debut possible.

I don’t think you’ve seen an
atmosphere like this in American
soccer history – ever.

“

”
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- John Spencer, PortlandTimbers Coach
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          ith a spectacular and emotional ceremony, the
University of Oregon formally opened Matthew Knight 
Arena on January 13 in front of a sold-out crowd in
Eugene.  Those in attendance were the first to experience 
the exceptional amenities of the new venue, as well as the 
electric atmosphere that pushed the Ducks men’s
basketball team to victory, replicating the authentic
experience of McArthur Court.

W
Matthew Knight Arena Opens in Grand Fashion

Two months later, four of the biggest stars in tennis history graced 
Matthew Knight Arena for “NIKE Clash of the Champions.”  Roger 
Federer, Rafael Nadal and Maria Sharapova were joined by 
surprise guest umpire John McEnroe, no doubt comprising the 
greatest collection of tennis talent ever to appear in Oregon.  A 
fantastic new addition to the Oregon sports landscape, Matthew 
Knight Arena promises to bring even more big-time sports and 
entertainment to the state in the years ahead.



     or the second time in four 
years, Portland will host 
the NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Championship when the 
second and third rounds take 
place at the Rose Garden on 
March 15 and 17, 2012.  The 
NCAA’s selection of Portland 
as a repeat host highlights the 
important role played by the 
Oregon Sports Authority in 
eliminating the state’s sports 
lottery in 2005, which had 
prevented the NCAA’s premier 
event from visiting Oregon for 
nearly three decades.  The 
2009 NCAA Tournament in 
Portland subsequently
surpassed all expectations, 
with local host responsibilities 

coordinated by the
University of Oregon, Oregon 
Sports Authority, Rose Quarter 
and Travel Portland.  As in
2009, Oregon Sports Authority
members were provided
priority access to purchase 
tickets to the 2012 NCAA
Men’s Basketball Tournament, 
sure to be one of the hottest 
tickets in town.

F
Rose Garden to Host March Madness in 2012

   Rarely have I seen
every game virtually sold 
out... Then I remembered 
we’re in Portland.
- Kevin Harlan, CBS Broadcaster

“

”



       n July 10, Revolution3 Portland – the region’s first 
70.3-mile triathlon – attracted many of the nation’s 
top pro triathletes, who competed for $50,000 in prize 
money alongside amateur triathletes on a fast, flat 
course that started and finished at Blue Lake Park in 
Fairview.  

Expected to return with an exciting new bike course 
next year, Revolution3 is revolutionizing the way 
athletes, family members, and spectators view and 
participate in triathlons, making the sport a more 
interactive, enjoyable experience for both athletes 
and spectators. 

O

Revolution3 Triathlon Brings the 

It was a nice change riding miles and 
miles next to a river. Mt. Hood was in the 
far distance, snow capped, and amazing.

“
”

- Professional Triathlete Bree Wee, Kailua-Kona, HI

World’s Best to Portland





    op figure skaters from around the globe
descended upon Portland last November for 2010 
Skate America at the Rose Garden.  Medalists from 
three of the four disciplines at the 2010 Olympic
Winter Games competed in ladies’, men’s, pairs and 
ice dancing events.  2010 Skate America medalists 
included U.S. ladies’ champion Rachael Flatt,
American ice dancers Meryl Davis and Charlie White, 
who captured the silver in Vancouver, and reigning 
World champion Daisuke Takahashi of Japan.

T
Skate America Shines at the Rose Garden



Skate America Shines at the Rose Garden Portland Marathon Celebrates 40th Year
    he Portland Marathon, which began 40 years ago as a 
humble run on Sauvie Island, has grown from 173
marathoners in 1971 to more than 15,000 total participants 
this year. In addition to the featured 26.2-mile Run/Walk, the 
Portland Marathon committee and thousands of outstanding 
volunteers will conduct the second annual Portland
Marathon Half, inaugural 10K Downhill Dash, 10K Family 
Walk, Kid’s Run & Festival, and an Event Directors’ College.
 
An astounding 72 percent of Portland Marathon
participants travel from outside of the region, many
looking to achieve personal bests on the flat, fast course 
that is a qualifier for the Boston Marathon.  Named one of 
the top 10 marathons for first-timers by Runner’s World, the 
40th Anniversary Portland Marathon will fill the streets of 
the Rose City on the morning of Sunday, October 9!

T

“
”

The Portland Marathon will be my first marathon! I really 
couldn’t think of a better city to create this memory in!

- 2011 Portland Marathon Participant



          ith support from the Oregon Sports 
Authority, Central Oregon continues 
to land a variety of world-class sports 
events.  Last winter, Bend hosted the USA 
Cyclo-cross National Championships 
for the second consecutive year.  More 
than 1,400 riders from across the nation 
competed for titles in 36 different age and 
ability categories in front of thousands of 
enthusiastic spectators.  The Cyclo-cross
Nationals marked a very memorable two-
year period during which Central Oregon 
successfully hosted four major USA 
Cycling national championship events. 

Not surprisingly, USA Cycling has made 
Bend a regular stop on its national
championship calendar.  Both this year 
and next the city will host the USA Cycling 
Masters Road Nationals in August and the 

USA Cycling Marathon Mountain Biking 
National Championships in September.  
Meanwhile, Redmond continues to serve 
as an ideal host for more than 1,000 BMX 
riders competing each winter in the ABA 
BMX Great Northwest Nationals at the 
Deschutes County Fairgrounds.  Amateur 
and professional riders from multiple age 
groups race on a dirt track featuring roller 
jumps, tabletops and high-banked turns. 
The Oregon Sports Authority will continue 
working hard with local partners to bring 
even more national championship events 
to the Bend region.

Central Oregon Continues Sports Tourism Success

Bend truly offers a bit
of everything.

“
”

W

- Bike Magazine, March 2010



     n partnership with Metro Gymnastics Center and Travel 
Portland, the Oregon Sports Authority will host the 2013 USA 
Gymnastics Men’s Junior Olympic National Championships 
at the Oregon Convention Center.  As the annual gymnastics 
national championship for male gymnasts between the ages 
of 12 and 18, the U.S. Junior Olympics is expected to bring 
1,000 athletes, coaches and family members to Portland in 
April 2013.  This will be the first gymnastics national

championship held in Portland in more than 30 years. Many 
Junior Olympic champions have gone on to make the U.S. 
National Team and represent the United States in
international competition or compete in collegiate
gymnastics.  All of the members of the medal winning 2004 
and 2008 U.S. Olympic Teams are past Junior Olympic
National Championships participants, including Paul Hamm, 
2004 Olympic all-around champion, and Jonathan Horton, 
2008 Olympic horizontal bar silver medalist and 2010 World 
all-around bronze medalist.

I
Portland Lands USA Gymnastics Junior Olympics
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Oregon Wine Country Half Marathon Debut a Success
     he inaugural Oregon Wine
Country Half Marathon descended 
upon the Yamhill Valley on
September 5 as more than 1,500
participants from 46 states ran 
through Oregon’s magnificent wine 
country.  The Oregon Sports Authority 
worked closely with nationwide race 
organizer Destination Races to bring 
the Oregon Wine Country Half
Marathon to the Yamhill Valley.

The half marathon returns this year 
on September 4 and will no doubt
become an annual highlight on
Oregon’s summer running calendar.  
The scenic half marathon starts 
at Stoller Vineyards in the Dundee 
Hills and concludes in winery-laden 
downtown Carlton, where a finish line 

festival of wine, food and fun awaits.  
Register now for this very special 
event before it sells out!

The course was fantastic, the crowd
was fun and the post-race wine
tasting alone was worth the trip. 

“
”

T

- 2010 Oregon Wine Country Half Marathon Finisher



The course was fantastic, the crowd
was fun and the post-race wine
tasting alone was worth the trip. ”

08.11.2011 - 08.14.2011
Dew Tour 

08.11.2011 - 08.17.2011
Little League
Softball World Series

08.15.2011 - 08.21.2011
LPGA Safeway
Classic

08.26.2011 - 08.28.2011
STIHL Timbersports 
Championships

08.31.2011 - 09.04.2011
USA Cycling Masters 
Road Nationals

9.04.2011
Oregon Wine Country
Half Marathon

09.10.2011 - 09.11.2011
Warrior Dash
Northwest

9.22.2011
US Women’s Soccer
vs. Canada

9.18.2011
Columbia Muddy
Buddy Ride & Run

08.28.2011 - 08.30.2011
Umpqua Bank
Challenge

10.09.2011
Portland Marathon

10.01.2011 - 12.31.2011
Nelscott Reef
Big Wave Classic

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events

Visit oregonsports.org for more info



        ow the signature grant program of the Oregon Sports Authority 
Foundation, the Healthy Youth Oregon initiative is actively addressing 
the most salient need in our state today: The creation of physical
fitness outlets for underserved Oregon youth.  The initiative awards 
$10,000 grants to create or fund school programs that provide
physical fitness opportunities for youth who may not otherwise be
active.  The initiative also provides monitoring and evaluation expertise 
to ensure that each funded program maximizes the efficiency of health 

improvement for each dollar invested in deserving youth.  The initiative kicked off last fall with 
two extremely successful programs, the first an intramural sports program at Franklin High 
School that offers students a variety of after-school activities including ping-pong, dance
aerobics, and more at no cost to the youth.  The second Healthy Youth Oregon program
supports movement classes for the youngest students and running and soccer classes for the 
older students at Marysville Elementary.

Healthy Youth Oregon   Makes an Impact
N

Most recently, the Foundation board approved another $10,000 Healthy Youth Oregon grant for 
the 2011-2012 academic year to Grout Elementary to fund recreational recess for their students.  
The Foundation is now poised to accelerate this impact in Oregon through the expansion of the 
Healthy Youth Oregon initiative.  Foundation board members have contributed a total of $10,000 
for yet another Healthy Youth Oregon grant to be implemented the 2011-2012 academic year.

®



    he Foundation once again granted $10,000 to Oregon School
Activities Association (OSAA), providing more than 600 youth at 64 
schools throughout the state with the chance to participate in high 
school athletics.  At the same time our continued effort to advocate for 
PE in public schools has produced nearly $2 million in state support to 
ensure PE remains a critical component of public education.  The
Foundation also awarded a $500 grant to Oregon Disability Sports for the 
expansion of their wheelchair basketball program.  And thanks to the 
generous support from OregonLive.com and Bank of the West, we’ve 
continued providing thousands of Trail Blazers and Winterhawks tickets 
to deserving Oregon youth.

T
Additional Foundation Giving and Advocacy

Oregon Sports Authority Foundation Mission:

Oregon Sports Authority Foundation Board
Larry Remmers, Wells Fargo Bank
Rorie Leone, Washington Trust Bank
John Herman, Herman Development Company
Peter Andrews, Melvin Mark
Dave Girt, Moss Adams
David Lippoff, Sustainable Harvest Coffee
Randy Miller, Produce Row Property Management
Mike Nealy, Global Events Group
Terry Shanley, VIE Sports
Karen Whitman, Karen Whitman Projects

To facilitate increased physical activity among Oregon’s 
youth through sports, physical education, and related
programs with an emphasis on opportunities for
underserved youth through advocacy, financial support, 
and program creation.



DIAMOND
Bank of the West
Columbia Sportswear
Comcast SportsNet
Gerding Edlen Development
Portland Timbers
Travel Portland
Regence BlueCross BlueShield

PLATINUM
Banfield Pet Hospital
Bank of America
Comcast
Daimler Trucks North 
America
Frank Gill
Fred Meyer
Harry A. Merlo Foundation
Iberdrola Renewables Inc.
JELD-WEN
KeyBank
Les Schwab Tire Centers
Mike & Tracey Clark
Multnomah Athletic Club
Muscle Milk
Nemo HQ

GOLD
750AM the Game
ACME Business Consulting
Azumano Travel
Dunham Strategy Group
Entercom Portland
Herman Development Company
Hilton Portland & Executive Tower
ID Experts
Karen Whitman Projects
Kells Irish Restaurant & Pub
Miller Nash LLP
Moss Adams LLP
Northwest Strategies
NW Natural
Oregon Army National Guard

SILVER
AAA Oregon/Idaho
Acumen Financial Group, LLC
Alaska Airlines
Ashforth Pacific
Back in Motion Sports Injuries Clinic
Byrd Financial Group
Capital Pacific Bank

Pacific Power
Port of Portland
Portland Winterhawks
Providence Health & Services
Sullivan & Associates of Oregon
The Oregonian
U.S. Bank
Vestas
Washington Trust Bank
Wells Fargo Bank

Oregon Restaurant & Lodging Assoc.
Oregon Sports Academy
Oregon Sports Action
Oregon Sports Trust
Phillips & Company
Platt Electric Supply
Portland Development Commission
Portland General Electric
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Produce Row Property Management
Red Bull North America
Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt
Shiels Obletz Johnsen, Inc.
Sports Authority
Stoel Rives LLP
TAOW Modern Marketing
The Clymb
Tonkon Torp LLP

Cascade Corporation
City Center Parking
Corvallis Tourism
Courtyard Marriott Portland Airport
Crowne Plaza Hotel Portland
Deschutes County Fair & Expo
Dick Alexander
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Doubletree Hotel & Meeting Center
Elephants Delicatessen
Embassy Suites Hotel Portland
eROI, Inc.
First Call Heating & Cooling
G4S Secure Solutions
Geffen Mesher & Co.
Hoffman Construction
Hyatt Place Portland Airport
JB Instant Lawn
JetBlue Airways
Key Manufacturing & Rental
Li-Ning
Maletis Beverage
Melvin Mark Companies
Norris Beggs & Simpson
On Deck Sports Bar & Grill
Packouz Jewelers
Pepsi Bottling Group
Peter Jacobsen Sports

Thank you members!
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Champion Members:

BRONZE
Cascade Collegiate Conference
Central Oregon Visitors Assoc.
Concordia University Athletics
Leisure Hour Junior Golf Program
Lincoln City Visitor/Convention Bureau
Oregon Gymnastics Academy
OIT Athletics
Portlandbasketball.com
Portland Business Alliance
Reynolds Potter & Sharon Mueller
Ron Johnson
Snow Family Foundation

Phoenix Inn Suites - Bend
Pinemeadow Golf
Portland Marriott City Center
Portland Marriott Downtown
Portland Metro Softball Assoc.
Portland State University Athletics
Prime Time Sports
Qdoba Mexican Grill
Residence Inn Portland Airport
Richardson Capital
Ron Rothert Insurance Services
Smith Rock Race Group
Sports Management Worldwide
SportsOne, Inc.

Keep up with us on
Facebook, Twitter and
YouTube. We’ll share 
with you the latest 
inside the world of 
Oregon sports!

Travel Lane County
Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation
University of Portland Athletics
Visit Bend

Stevens Integrated Solutions
The Benson Hotel
the Nines, Portland
The Westin Portland
Timberline Lodge
TIS Grafx
Tournament Golf Foundation
Turner Construction
Vernier Software & Technology
Washington County Visitors Assoc.
Water Closet Media
Widmer Brothers Brewing
Wildhorse Resort and Casino
Zimmer Gunsul Frasca Partners
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